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TOWII Of Jel'iChO Jessica R. Alexander
Town Clerk

Board of Abatement Meeting
A Board of Abatement meeting was held on April 27, 2016. The agenda for the meeting was as follows:
1. Reorganization of members
Elect chair
Discuss Process
Rules of procedure/conflict of interest
Request form
Decision form

2. Hear request for abatement of taxes for the following properties:

BF046, request from Nathanael Ely, Property owner: Nathanael Ely & Carrie Ely, Current tax year (2015)
RCO003, request from Richard A. Workman Jr, Property owner Richard Workman Jr, Current and previous
year (2015, 2014, & 2013) and interest & penalties

Present: JP’s — Michael Weinberg, Mary Coburn, Deborah Rackliff, Bert Lindholm, Donna R. Boiney and
Donald Messier (6:05 arrival)

Lister - Andrew Levi, Lori Dykema & Sandra Costes (6:40 arrival)

Town Clerk — Jessica R. Alexander

Town Treasurer — Brian Stevens

Select board — Catherin McMains & Wayne Howe (6:50 arrival)
Guests: Richard A. Workman

Members Absent: JP’s — Peter Booth, Mary Jane Dickerson, Janet Gallagher, Jim Gallagher, Sarah Joslin
and Ann Messier
Select board — Timothy Nulty

6:05 PM Member Alexander called the meeting to order once 11 members were present to represent a
quorum.

Board Reorganization: Member Alexander stated the board of abatement had last met January 30, 2014.
Nominations for chair were requested.

Member Coburn made a motion to nominate Member Weinberg as chair. 2" Member Boiney. No other
nominations were made. Motion carried.

Member Lindholm made a motion to nominate Member D. Messier as vice-chair, 2" Member Stevens. No
other nominations were made. Motion carried.

Member Lindholm asked that the minutes reflect that the Chair and Vice Chair terms would be though
February 2017. :

Member Alexander presented the Vermont League of Cities and Towns model “Rules of Procedure” which
was on page 4 of the member packet. She listed the changes that had been made for Jericho, which was on
page 5 of the packet. Item C 1 was changed to include the election of a vice chair. The provision that “All
hearings will be audio recorded.” was struck. Member Alexander read a correction of the witness oath in
item C 4 b. to read “Under the pains and penalties of perjury, do you solemnly swear (or affirm) that the
evidence you give in the cause under consideration shall be the whole truth and nothing but the truth?
Member Lindholm made a motion to adopt the “Rules of Procedure” as presented in the packet on page 5
with the correct wording of the witness oath, 2" Member Boiney. Motion carried

There was further discussion about how a quorum is calculated if a member recuses themselves from a
hearing. There was a discussion about disclosing conflict of interest. The agenda was reorganized to start
with RC003 because the taxpayer was present.




6:40PM

RC003

Member Messier and Member Dykema recused themselves for this hearing. Member Costes
arrived at 6:40 PM.

Member Stevens clarified that only information received from the appellant would be received.
Richard Workman gave permission for any information to be used. Richard Workman stated his house was
falling down. He explained some medical issues that started in 2009. He did not know about filing the
homestead declaration because he does not file income taxes. This is the first year that he filed a
homestead declaration and received a state payment towards his taxes. Member Stevens remarked that it is
unfortunate taxpayers do not file the homestead declaration. His mortgagee has advanced the mortgage to
cover the taxes in the past. His mortgage is in default. He has now qualified for disability benefits and will
receive some benefits retroactively. He has $2,200 that is earmarked for other expenses. He has $25,000
in personal loans from other people. He is requesting that his delinquent taxes, interest & penalties be
abated based on hardship. Member Weinberg asked Mr. Workman when he filed for disability. Mr.
Workman answered February 2015 and he received a lump sum retroactively. Member Alexander asked if
he was now receiving social security. Member Alexander with this new change of receiving social security
was this now going to be a fixable solution to pay property taxes. Mr. Workman stated that now he knows
to file the homestead declaration and he is now receiving SSI benefits so he will be able to pay the future
taxes but can’t manage the delinquent amount. Mr. Workman stated that he has lived off loans from
friends and family for the last six years. Eventually he will sell the property but that is a different story.
Member Weinberg asked if Mr. Workman was the sole owner of the property. Mr. Workman answered
yes. It was clarified that the amount requested to be abated was $1.845.44 including taxes, interest and
penalties. The chair closed the hearing at 7:05 PM.
Member Howe arrived 6:50 PM but did not participate in the hearing.

7:05PM
BF046

Member Lindholm disclosed that Nathanael Ely had done work for him trimming trees and
bushes. Member Alexander disclosed that she is a neighbor and had encouraged Nathanael Ely to request
an abatement after the fire. Member Levi stated that Nathanael had done some work for him as an
independent contractor. Members disclosed these relationships so the board could discuss prejudicial
potential. All members chose to participate in the hearing. (12 members, Member Dykema left the meeting
at 6:40PM) Nathanael Ely was not present. The letter of request was used as evidence. Member
Alexander confirmed that the date of the fire was October 15, 2015. The hearing was closed.

The board went into deliberative session on motion by Board Member Costes, 2" made a motion
by Member Boiney 7:25PM. Written decisions from the Board will be mailed to all requesters within 30
days. The board came out of deliberative session at 7:55 PM.

Member Howe requested that the minutes reflect that he abstained from the decision on RC003
hearing. Member Alexander clarified that mail was the preferred way for members to receive information
packets regarding any future Board of Abatement meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 7:55PM.

Respectfully submitted, These minutes were mailed to Board Members May

» /’7 /é‘,ﬂnpé‘/ 3,2016. An additional meeting will be called to
s & discuss minute content only if requested by

Jessica R. Alexander a member of the board.




