Riverside
Underhill Flats

RPN AT 4|

Application for Village Center
Designation

Cover Photo Courtesy of the Underhill Historical Society



Town of Jericho Town of Underhill

PO Box 39, 67 Vermont Route 15 P.O.Box 32
Jericho, VT 05465 Underhill Center, VT 05490
(802) 899-2287 (802) 899-4434

July 29, 2010

Vermont Downtown Program

Department of Housing and Community Affairs
National Life Building, Drawer 20

Montpelier, VT 05620

ATTN: Joss Besse
RE: Riverside/Underhill Flats Village Center Designation
Dear Joss,

The Towns of Jericho and Underhill would like to request Village Center Designation for the
village of Riverside/Underhill Flats. Riverside/Underhill Flats straddles the Jericho/Underhill
Town Line and is recognized as an important Village Center by each town. The area has been the
focus of a multi-year joint planning effort between the two towns and area residents and property
owners. In February of 2010, the Towns hosted two community forums which were attended by
approximately 80 area residents. Since then, a group of about a dozen residents has been meeting
to work on long term planning and revitalization of the Village Center. This group identified
obtaining Village Center Designation as one of its first projects.

Boundaries of the proposed Riverside/Underhill Flats Designated Village Center contain a core of
buildings and properties located on Route 15, Park Street, and River Road, including the
Underhill Post Office, Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, Underhill 1.D Elementary School and
Browns River Middle School, several churches, Jacobs Family Market, numerous other small
businesses, rental properties, and private residences. Centrally located to the Village Center is
the former Green Mont Lumber Mill. Long term redevelopment of this property has been a major
focus of the community forums and planning group.

The application for Village Center Designation was approved by the Underhill Selectboard on
June 24, 2010 and the Jericho Selectboard on July 15, 2010. Copies of the meeting minutes are
enclosed with this letter. Also attached is confirmation of the Jericho and Underhill planning
processes from the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission.

Seth Jensen will serve as the primary contact person for Jericho. Kari Papelbon will serve as the
primary contact person for Underhill. Our respective Selectboards have authorized us to amend
the Village Center Designation boundary as requested by the Downtown Board. Please contact
us if you have any questions. Seth Jensen can be reached at (802) 899-2287 ext. 104 or via email
at sjensen@jerichovt.gov. Kari Papelbon can be reached at (802) 899-4434 ext 106 or via email
at underhillzoning@comcast.net.

Sincerely,
Seth M. Jensen Kari Papelbon
Town Planner Zoning and Planning Administrator

Town of Jericho Town of Underhill


mailto:sjensen@jerichovt.gov
mailto:underhillzoning@comcast.net

TOWN OF UNDERHILL
PO Box 32
Underhill Center, VT 05490
Phone: (802) 899-4434 Fax: (802) 899-2137

April 15,2010

Steering Committee
Riverside/Underhill Flats Planning Project

Dear Committee Members:

At our most recent meeting on April 1, 2010, Underhill Zoning and Planning
Administrator Kari Papelbon provided a brief explanation of the Riverside/Underhill
Flats Planning Project. During that briefing, it was mentioned that the group issued a
request for a formal recognition from the Underhill Selectboard of the formation of a
Steering Committee for the project. Please consider this letter in fulfillment of this
request. Additionally, we would like to convey to the Committee our support for
pursuing a Village Center designation for the Riverside/Underhill Flats area.

We look forward to a joint meeting with the Jericho Selectboard, Jericho Planning

Commission, and Underhill Planning Commission on May 20, 2010 to discuss the future
of the Riverside/Underhill Flats area.

Sincerely,

Fuillon—

Stephen Walkerman, Underhill Selectboard Chair

Ce: Faith Brown, Underhill Interim Town Administrator
Kari Papelbon, Underhill Zoning & Planning Administrator
Seth Jensen, Jericho Town Planner



TOWN OF UNDERHILL

SELECTBOARD MEETING

Thursday, June 24,2010

Present: Steve Walkerman — Chair, Dan Steinbauer — Vice Chair, Steve Owen —
Selectboard, Kari Papelbon — Zoning and Planning Administrator, Faith I. Brown —

Interim Administrator

6:00 PM Kari Papelbon — Zoning and Planning Administrator

Junk Vehicles — Poker Hill Road — Kari reports that
Steve Kendall contacted her to ask for an extension of
the deadline to remove the junk cars. After consultation
from the Selectboard, Kari extended the deadline to
July 2. Her site visit today did not indicate that any of
the vehicles had been removed but it was difficult to
determine. She will do another site visit before July 2,
2010.

Village Center Planning with Jericho — The planning
group is preparing an application for a Village Center
Designation for the Riverside/Flats areas of Underhill
and Jericho. The application requires that the towns
recommend a boundary for the village center. Kari
discusses the pros and con's of the two versions they are
considering and asks the Selectboard to weigh in.
Selectboard members agree that they would support the
more inclusive version of the boundary with the
understanding that the state will ultimately decide on
the boundaries.

Anthony Cipri — DRB Hearing Fees — All efforts to
collect the DRB hearing fees of $280 from Anthony
Cipri have been unsuccessful says Kari. To date, the
town has spent $83 on collection attempts. The town's
lawyers want to know if they should continue to pursue
this case. The Selectboard suggests that Kari confer
with Sherri Morin, Town Clerk about the possibility of
putting a lien on the property. Kari will report back to
the Selectboard.

Browns River Corridor — The Chittenden County
Regional Planning Commission, ANR, Arrowwood
Environmental, and Fitzgerald Environmental
Associates, Inc. have been looking at the Browns River
Corridor in Chittenden and Franklin Counties to
identify where development has caused or has the
potential to cause erosion and inhibit aquatic organism
passage. A report dated June 8, 2010 was produced and
shows areas in Westford, Essex, Jericho, and Underhill



N

OOV b w

10

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

Minutes 07/15/2010

Selectboard Meeting
July 15, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Jericho Town Hall, 67 Vermont Route 15

Members present: Kim Mercer (Chair), Catherine McMains, Tim Nulty

Others present: Todd Odit (Town Administrator), Amy Richardson (Secretary), Seth Jensen, David
Villeneuve, Ken Lick, Newt Scatchard, Megeen Sweeney, George Scatchard, Ted Scatchard, Rick
Vanderplay, Ann Gnagey, Tom Baribault, Christine Forde, Larry Mobbs.

Meeting called to order by Ms. Mercer at 7:03 p.m.

1. Public comment.

Newt Scatchard noted his concern about Census workers and listers reporting unlicensed dogs to the
Town. He said this is a big deal and discussed what is and is not permitted. Mr. Scatchard requested
that the listers and census workers involved be identified.

Ms. McMains explained that when either encounters a threatening dog, they contact the Town Offices to
ensure the animal has appropriate vaccines and/or to identify the owner of the residence in order to gain
entry to the residence to carry out their duties. She said they were not looking for unlicensed dogs.

Mr. Scatchard said the Census worker was afraid of dogs and that it is a huge federal offense. Ms.
Mercer said the Selectboard has no official response because the issue was between the clerk and the
Census worker.

Mr. Scatchard and Ms. Sweeney also noted that they got smoked out on Sunday morning at their home.
Mr. Scatchard said he wrote a letter about the situation and stated that he feels there are conflicts of
interest within the Town. The Selectboard noted they have given Mr. Scatchard a great deal of their
time and the chance to express his opinion.

Mr. Nulty said the Selectboard has taken action on the matter and he has legal means for recourse, if he
so chooses. Mr. Scatchard said he cannot accept that and said he has been accused of crimes. Ms.
Mercer stated the Town did not call anyone. Mr. Nulty said legal recourse is available. He said the
concerns and complaints have been noted.

Ms. McMains said the Selectboard will work on burn permits and an ordinance to address the issues.
Mr. Scatchard clarified the procedure to file a complaint is through the Town Administrator. Ms.
Mercer noted that there are elections every year and he is free to run for office.

Ms. Sweeney stated the Town should have a formal procedure for complaints. Mr. Nulty said the Town
does and a complaint was filed, an investigation occurred, and the issues was resolved. He said if there
is a new complaint, then it should be submitted for follow up and if it is unsatisfactory they can take
legal action.

DRAFT
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2. Congregational Church Public Works Spec Waiver Request.

Mr. Odit said the church had a site plan approval a few years ago that didn’t address lighting. He said
they came in for a building permit for the lights. Mr. Odit said there was a discussion a few years ago
about these lights and about a waiver because they are in the right of way. He noted that Kenny
Barkyoumb doesn’t have a concern about the lights location.

Mr. Odit said the issue is that the proposed lights do not meet the public works specs, which were not in
place at the time of the original approval. He stated the requirement will need to be waived in order for
them to move forward. He said the biggest concern is that they already have the bases in place and the
conduit run, which wouldn’t work with the Town’s spec lights.

Mr. Lick said the light looks similar to those near the Old Mill. He described the lights, saying they
have a 10 pole and are black. The Selectboard looked at pictures of what is required and what the
church would like to do. Ms. McMains asked about the candle bloom. Mr. Lick said there was a
photometric study and said it looks like the one at the Village Cup. He noted it meets the dark sky
approval.

Mr. Nulty clarified that it is a slightly different shape, but much the same. Ms. McMains noted the key
with the light standards was how much candle power. Mr. Lick stated it meets energy efficiency
standards and discussed the mounting system differences. He said the money is now available. Mr.
Nulty stated the substantive aspects are the same, although it has a slightly different character. Mr. Lick
said it doesn’t shine beyond the property. He noted the hardship would be that the footings would need

to be replaced.

Mr. Odit said this case is a little different because they have made some effort in having the bases
installed. He said we should follow the standards if we have them. He said this should be the exception,
and not the rule, so that do not have a lot of lights that don’t meet the standard. The Selectboard
discussed the look and potential future lighting in the area.

On a motion by Mr. Nulty, seconded by Ms. McMains, the Selectboard approved the specific
waiver request as presented. The motion passed 3-0.

3. Approval of Dickenson Street Modified Scoping Study.

Mr. Odit said this started a few months ago, as a result of public comment. He said the Selectboard
requested an updated study. Mr. Odit said staff met with the Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) to determine how to move forward. He said we asked the MPO for a modified scoping study.

Mr. Odit said we had an outline of the study, then the Rehab Gym’s Act 250 application happened and
the draft permit stated that the Town would work with the applicant to eliminate the adverse conditions.
He said it is a more robust study now and it provides us with everything we need to decide what should
be done and how the payment should be split. Mr. Odit explained the MPO will pay for 80% of the
costs and the Town will be responsible for 20%. He recommended to move forward with the study and
noted there is money available in the budget.

Ms. Mercer asked about the timeline for the study. Ms. Forde from the MPO said there is not a specific
timeline. She explained that public meetings usually drag the timeline out and some have already been

2
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held. Ms. Forde estimated the study could be completed in less than six months. Mr. Odit noted there is
one public hearing in the study.

On a motion by Mr. Nulty, seconded by Ms. McMains, the Selectboard accepted the
recommendation and approved the funding of $6,000 to complete the modified scoping study of
Dickenson Street. The motion passed 3-0.

Pedestrian Bridge [ssue

Ms. Forde explained this project is in the Transportation Improvement Program. She said there is
money for the engineering of it and that is underway. Ms. Forde said there has been a discussion about a
potential earmark for the construction, but it is not programmed for construction. She said hopefully

once it is designed it will be.

Mr. Nulty asked what can be done to move it forward. Mr. Odit said it is his understanding that once we
get the right of way acquired and the design going, then vTrans can find the federal funds for the project.
He said we have resubmitted the right of way acquisition plan today. He said we will need to acquire
permanent and temporary maintenance and construction easements from Champlain Oil. Mr. Odit said
the plan should be approved within a week or two and then we can procure the easements, dealing with
only one property owner, who seems amenable. He said design will begin in earnest after that and
vTrans is under pressure to get this project done.

4. Village Center Designation Approval.

Mr. Odit stated the Selectboard had previously given approval to go forward with the application for
Village Center Designation. He said we are asking for approval of the boundary of that area tonight.
The Selectboard reviewed the map and discussed the boundary line. Mr. Odit noted that in Mr. Jensen’s
professional opinion, if we expand the boundary line beyond his recommendation, it will be rejected.
The Selectboard discussed the map further.

Mr. Villeneuve came forward to explain the map and lines, noting the boundary lines can cut across
property lines. He noted the various venues where the lines were discussed. Mr. Villeneuve explained
the designation cannot be given in residential areas and discussed the village center zoning district. He
stated the application would not be approved with the same boundaries as the zoning district.

Ms. McMains noted that this will not impact zoning areas. She stated there would be tax benefits within
the red circle. Ms. Mercer asked what if the boundary line goes through a building. Mr. Villeneuve
stated it doesn’t and that they have been over this thoroughly. He noted there are some tax benefits
outside of the line, but not as much.

Mr. Nulty said this is supposed to represent a commercial district because commercial buildings are
getting the benefit. The Selectboard discussed the various aspects of the designation and the process.
Mr. Nulty asked about the Planning Commission’s views. Mr. Villeneuve stated the commission

accepted it.

On a motion by Mr. Nulty, seconded by Ms. McMains, the Selectboard accepted the
recommendation of the Town Planner and the Planning Commission for the boundaries of the
Village Center for the purposes of the designation application for the Riverside Underhill Flats
area. The motion passed 3-0.

DRAFT



Town of Jericho Town of Underhill

PO Box 39, 67 Vermont Route 15 P.O. Box 32
Jericho, VT 05465 Underhill Center, VT 05490
(802) 899-2287 (802) 899-4434

July 21, 2010

Greater Burlington Industrial Corporation
60 Main Street, PO Box 786
Burlington, VT 05401

Re:  Riverside/Underhill Flats Village Center Designation
To whom it may concern,

Please be advised that the Towns of Jericho and Underhill are submitting a joint
application for Village Center Designation for Riverside/Underhill Flats. The Village
Center is located on both sides of the Jericho/Underhill Town Line. The application for
Village Center Designation requires notification of the Regional Development
Corporation and Regional Planning Commission.

Feel free to contact us if you have any questions or would like to view the application.
Seth Jensen can be reached at (802) 899-2287 ext. 104 or via email at
sjensen@jerichovt.gov. Kari Papelbon can be reached at (802) 899-4434 ext 106 or via
email at underhillzoning@comcast.net.

Sincerely,
Seth M. Jensen Kari Papelbon
Town Planner Zoning and Planning Administrator

Town of Jericho Town of Underhill


mailto:sjensen@jerichovt.gov
mailto:underhillzoning@comcast.net

Town of Jericho Town of Underhill

PO Box 39, 67 Vermont Route 15 P.O. Box 32
Jericho, VT 05465 Underhill Center, VT 05490
(802) 899-2287 (802) 899-4434

July 21, 2010

Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission
110 West Canal Street, Suite 202
Winooski, VT 05404

Re:  Riverside/Underhill Flats Village Center Designation
To whom it may concern,

Please be advised that the Towns of Jericho and Underhill are submitting a joint
application for Village Center Designation for Riverside/Underhill Flats. The Village
Center is located on both sides of the Jericho/Underhill Town Line. The application for
Village Center Designation requires notification of the Regional Development
Corporation and Regional Planning Commission.

Feel free to contact us if you have any questions or would like to view the application.
Seth Jensen can be reached at (802) 899-2287 ext. 104 or via email at
sjensen@jerichovt.gov. Kari Papelbon can be reached at (802) 899-4434 ext 106 or via
email at underhillzoning@comcast.net.

Sincerely,
Seth M. Jensen Kari Papelbon
Town Planner Zoning and Planning Administrator

Town of Jericho Town of Underhill


mailto:sjensen@jerichovt.gov
mailto:underhillzoning@comcast.net

SERVING THE
MUNICIPALITIES OF

* Chittenden County
50 802.546.4480 2x802.846.4494 Regianal Planning Gommission
syac info@cerpovt.org  wes www.ccrpevt.arg
30 Kimball Avenue « Suirg 236 - Sauth Rurlinglon - Vermani 05403

David H. Spitz

Jericho Planning and Zoning Director
P.O. Box 39

Jericho, VT 05465

October 30, 2006
Dear David:

[ am writing to confirm that the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission
approved Jericho’s adopted municipal plan and planning process on May 22, 2006.
The approval procedure started with the CCRPC staff review of the plan and a public
hearing which was duly warned and heard on May 9, 2006. At the hearing a review
panel presented questions and comments pertaining to the Town of Jericho
Comprehensive Plan. At the closure of the public hearing the review panel indicated it
intended to recommend to the Commission approving Jericho’s municipal plan.
CCRPC then gave its final approval on the May 22, 2006 full commission meeting,

Please let me know if you are in need of any other information or have any questions.

Sincerely,

Samantha L. Tilton
Staff Planner

AMSSION
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Businesses and Commercial Properties in the Proposed
Jericho/Underhill Village Center Designation Boundary

N~ wWNE

Green Mountain Chipping Air Strip and Hangar — 305 VT Route 15
Green Mountain Chipping Offices — 325 VT Route 15

Jolley — 341 VT Route 15

Vacant commercial (former yarn shop/tailor) — 3 River Rd.
Deborah Rawson Memorial Library and Underhill ID School — 10 River Rd.
Browns River Middle School - 20 River Rd.
Green Mount Lumber Yard — 364 VT Route 15
Green Mount Lumber Mill Offices (approved for Sawmill Restaurant) — 368
River Rd.

CVPS Transfer Station — 369 VT Route 15

. Calvary Episcopal Church — 372 VT Route 15
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
217.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32,
33.
34,
35.

Watch Repair Shop — 376 VT Route 15

Nellie May’s Card Shop & Gallery — 378 VT Route 15

My Croft Good Books — 382 VT Route 15

Sinclair Inn Bed & Breakfast — 389 VT Route 15

Green Thumb Gardener — 394 VT Route 15

Kintner Chiropractic Center — 397 VT Route 15

Underhill Automotive Center — 401 VT Route 15
Approved for a home occupation (yoga studio) — 409 VT Route 15
Green Mountain Chipping — 413 VT Route 15

The Flour Shop — 419 VT Route 15

Village Service & Auto Repair — 426 VT Route 15
Underhill-Jericho Fire Department — 420 VT Route 15
Underhill Garage — 418 VT Route 15

Underhill Hair Styles, PLC — 1 Park Street

United Church of Underhill — 7 Park Street

Vacant commercial building — 14 Park Street

Grand Army of the Republic Hall — 9 GAR Place

Jacobs IGA — 16 Park Street

ExactBuilt (home occupation) — 2 Depot Street

Gert’s Hairstyles — 21 Park Street

Poorhouse Pies (home occupation) — 23 Park Street

First Step Print Shop — 22 Park Street

FairPoint/Telephone Operating Company Co. of VT, LLC — 24 Park Street
U.S. Postal Service (privately owned land) — 2 Harvest Run
Child care center — 38 Park Street
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Riverside/Underhill Flats
Village Center Designation

Photographs

Green Mountain Chipping Offices (2) and Residence with Jolley (3) and Commercial Building
Neighboring Residence (Southern Boundary) at Corner of River Road in Background (4)
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Browns River Middle School (6) with Green Mouht
| Lumber Mill in Background (7)

e



Green Mount Lumber Mill (7) from River Road
-

Watch Repair (11), Nellie May’s (12), and My Croft Winters Memorial Library, Now Book Store (23)
Good Books (13) .

Kintner Chiropractic (16), Underhill Automotive
& (17), and Green




United Church of Underhill (25), Underhill Hair Underhill-Jericho Fire Department (22)
Styles (24), and Green

lour Shop (Café) On Route 15 (20) Residence North of Flour Shop
S S - X




Jacob’s IGA (28) and Neighboring Buildings

‘%.:_ . i

) Durring Harvest Market 2006

Jaco's_ IGA (28

Underhill Post Office (34) and Park Street GAR Place -- Vacant Co
Viewed from Cemetary Hill GAR Ha\II (27)

Intersection of Park Street and River Road — Child Care Center (35) (Eastern Boundary)




JeriHill Senior Housing From Brookside ~JeriHill Senior Housing (note sidewalk leading to
5 Route 15)

N

Apartment Building on Corner of Raceway Road Maple Trees and Old Farm Houses on Raceway
form Village Gateway (Western Boundary)

¥

and Route 15
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Riverside

Underhill Flats
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Historic Photographs
Cover Photo — Darius W. Knight’s Sawmill at Riverside

First Sawmill Located on the Site of the Green Mont Lumber Mill
All Photos Courtesy of the Underhill Historical Society



Top: Farmhouse Built on Site of Riverside School. Now Green Mountain Chipping Offices (2) (Southern Boundary)
Bottom: Paul Ward’s Texaco. Now Village Service and Auto Repair (21) (Northern Boundary)




Riverside Filling Station; Corner of Route 15 and River Road. Now Vacant Commercial Space (4)
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Methodist Church, Pharmacy and Private Residence on Route 15
Now Green Thumb Gardner (15} and Private Residences
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Top: Former Underhill Graded School
Now Green Mountain Foam Products (19)
Bottom: Former Underhill Post Office
Now Flour Shop (Café) (20)




Park Street Green, United Church of Underhill (25) and Store. Now Underhill Hair Styles (24)

et —

Steam Powered Sawmill On Site of Green Mont Lumber Mill. Mill Pond in Foreground
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Mansfield Theater; Park Street. Now Private Residence

Gallop Store; Park Street. Now Vacant Commercial Building (26)
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The GAR Hall was the scene of frequent festivities, at the turn of the
century. Built 1880’s.

Grand Army of the Republic Hall (27)
Top: Historic Photograph
Bottom: After Conversion to Storage Facility




Park Street. Looking North toward Green



Riverside
Underhill Flats

Letters of Support

Cover Photo — Parade on Park Street
Jacob’s IGA and Gallop Store on Left
Courtesy of the Underhill Historical Society



\_ ORGANIZED 1913

July 29, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter in support of The Town of Jericho’s efforts to have a
Village Center designation approved. We believe that the benefits of such a designation
will lead to increased safety measures being made in the existing structures located in that
designated part of town. From a fire department’s standpoint, the homes are in close
proximity as well as a number of them are older in age. With that said any safety
improvements that result from getting this designation will ultimately contribute to the
overall safety and well being of the greater Jericho area and its residents as well. Early
detection and fire prevention system are extremely valuable to saving lives and property.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

If you have any questions I can be reached at 899-4025 or via e-mail at
Harry@uijfd.org

Sincerely,

W/I/’W %/kwwﬂw -

Harry Schoppmann I11
Duty Officer -

Cc: Town of Jericho

UNDERHILL-JERICHO FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.
P.O. Box 150 ¢ Underhill, Vermont 05489 + Station: 802-899-4025



Robin Bartlett

82 Orr Road
Jericho, VT 05465
July 28, 2010

Joss Besse

Vermont Downtown Program

Department of Housing and Community Affairs
National Life Building, Drawer 20

Montpelier, VT 05620

Dear Mr. Besse,

My daughter operates a daycare out of a building owned by my wife and | on Park Street in
Jericho. | can recall when there were numerous additional businesses in Riverside and Underhill
Flats, and would like to see more area residents able to open their own businesses and own their
own homes. We understand that the Towns of Jericho and Underhill are applying to have
Riverside designated as a Village Center. We support the towns applying for Village Center
Designation and efforts to bring businesses back into town.

Sincerely,

Robin Bartlett



Peter and Nancy Geise
10 Krug Road
Underhill, VT 05489

July 27, 2010

Vermont Downtown Program

Department of Housing and Community Affairs
National Life Building, Drawer 20

Montpelier, VT 05420

RE: Village Center Designation for Riverside/Underhill Flats

To whom it may concern:

We are writing this letter in support of the Riverside/Underhill Flats area of Jericho and
Underhill being designated a Village Center.

This area of these two towns has long been a concentrated center of residential and
commercial activity. The still extant railroad depot, although now a private residence, harkens
back to the day when commerce, commuters and business congregated in this small but vibrant
section of the outskirts of Chittenden County. Today, there are many businesses and other
commercial ventures in the area, along with established, clustered residences along the major
thoroughfare of Vermont Route 15 and Park Street.

The benefits offered to commercial property owners through the Village Center
designation would be a great boost in efforts to encourage this revitalization, improve aesthetic
appeal, enhance property values of surrounding residences and establishments and provide other
avenues for our towns to draw on resources available to such areas in improving infrastructure,
encourage smart growth and maintain a sense of community.

While we live in Underhill Center, we own rental property on Park Street in Underhill
Flats. As such, we are very excited about the potential for this Village Center designation and
how this distinction could provide us with additional means to improve our properties, and we
would certainly take advantage of those benefits.

We look forward to hearing that the Riverside/Underhill Flats area has been awarded this
designation! ; ‘
Sincerely, /f A F—=)

Aoy Teert

Nancy and Pet]t;‘r Geise



David Villeneuve
P.O. Box 266
Underhill, VT 05489

July 28, 2010

Joss Besse

Vermont Downtown Program

Department of Housing and Community Affairs
National Life Building, Drawer 20

Montpelier, VT 05620

Dear Joss,

I would like to offer my support for the application to grant Riverside/Underhill Flats official
Village Center Designation. | am a life-long resident of Jericho and the owner of the Green
Mont Lumber Corporation, which is located in the proposed designated area. Three lumber mills
have been operated at this site. The original mill was an old, steam-powered building. My
family constructed the first modern mill in 1960. We replaced this building with the larger mill
presently on the property in 1967. At its peak, the mill processed 7 million feet of lumber per
year.

For the past five years, | have been planning the redevelopment of the mill in consultation with
the Towns of Jericho and Underhill. | hope to see the mill develop into a Village Center which
will serve both towns. Ideally, this will involve restoration and reuse of some of the existing mill
buildings. Earlier this year, the Rehab Gym received local DRB approval to construct a facility
on part of the property. Along with a restaurant my son hopes to open, this will serve as an
anchor for future redevelopment of the Sawmill.

At one time, Riverside was the commercial center of this part of Jericho and Underhill. Many of
the buildings now used for houses were once businesses. | currently own and operate a
commercial helicopter service and private airport. The first house past the bridge housed an
electrical business as well as the offices of Green Mountain Chipping. They Hayden Store
operated next to what is now the Jolleys, and the Whitcomb and Bay Store operated next to Carl
Bartlett’s farm on River Road. The Lunch Counter was a small restaurant ran out of the small
building on the corner of River Road and Route 15. An auto shop operated at the corner of
River Road and Route 15, and another auto shop was located farther up River Road. The Mead
Store ran out of a house close to the bridge over the Browns River.

On Route 15, the first house on the left past the railroad track is on the site of an old hotel.
Another hotel ran out of the house located next to the Sinclair Inn. The large house next to
Green Thumb Gardner was built as a drug store and became a restaurant that operated into the
1960s.



Along Park Street, the building next to Jacob’s was a tin shop and hardware store run by Dave
Gallup. There was a grist mill operate by Warner Thompson and Ira Thorpe next to Jacob’s
store until 1952, when the building was moved to Essex. Aldridge Neally owned a jewelry store
in the white building across from Jacob’s. This building was also the first fire station for the
Underhill-Jericho Fire Department. There was a creamery for processing milk located between
the Middle School and Library which burnt in 1962.

Village Center Designation will recognize the importance the area has to both towns and help to
further redevelopment of the Mill and revitalization of the village.

Sincerely,

David Villeneuve



August, 2010

Vermont Downtown Program

Department of Housing and Community Affairs
National Life Building

Drawer 20

Montpelier, VT 05620

We have been residents of Jericho for 42 years. We recently purchased the Grand Army
of the Republic (GAR) Hall. This Hall was built in 1888 to honor Vermont Civil War Veterans. It
was used from 1888 to 1958 as a community center. Some of the activities in the GAR Hall
included community and school plays, meetings, dances and other social gatherings. From
1958 until we purchased it in December of 2009 it was used as a storage facility for old
automobile parts.

We strongly support the village center concept and hopefully someday can use the GAR
Hall for community events.

ith Regards,

Lt pd

lim and Sue Carter
(mailing address)
10 GAR Place
Underhill, VT 05489



