


Town of Jericho 
PO Box 39, 67 Vermont Route 15 

Jericho, VT  05465 
(802) 899-2287  

Town of Underhill 
P.O. Box 32 

Underhill Center, VT 05490 
(802) 899-4434 

 
 

July 29, 2010 
 
Vermont Downtown Program 
Department of Housing and Community Affairs 
National Life Building, Drawer 20 
Montpelier, VT 05620 
 
ATTN:   Joss Besse 
RE:  Riverside/Underhill Flats Village Center Designation 
 
Dear Joss, 
 
The Towns of Jericho and Underhill would like to request Village Center Designation for the 
village of Riverside/Underhill Flats.  Riverside/Underhill Flats straddles the Jericho/Underhill 
Town Line and is recognized as an important Village Center by each town.  The area has been the 
focus of a multi-year joint planning effort between the two towns and area residents and property 
owners.  In February of 2010, the Towns hosted two community forums which were attended by 
approximately 80 area residents.  Since then, a group of about a dozen residents has been meeting 
to work on long term planning and revitalization of the Village Center.  This group identified 
obtaining Village Center Designation as one of its first projects. 
 
Boundaries of the proposed Riverside/Underhill Flats Designated Village Center contain a core of 
buildings and properties located on Route 15, Park Street, and River Road, including the 
Underhill Post Office, Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, Underhill I.D Elementary School and 
Browns River Middle School, several churches, Jacobs Family Market, numerous other small 
businesses, rental properties, and private residences.   Centrally located to the Village Center is 
the former Green Mont Lumber Mill.  Long term redevelopment of this property has been a major 
focus of the community forums and planning group.  
 
The application for Village Center Designation was approved by the Underhill Selectboard on 
June 24, 2010 and the Jericho Selectboard on July 15, 2010.  Copies of the meeting minutes are 
enclosed with this letter. Also attached is confirmation of the Jericho and Underhill planning 
processes from the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission. 
 
Seth Jensen will serve as the primary contact person for Jericho.  Kari Papelbon will serve as the 
primary contact person for Underhill.  Our respective Selectboards have authorized us to amend 
the Village Center Designation boundary as requested by the Downtown Board.  Please contact 
us if you have any questions.  Seth Jensen can be reached at (802) 899-2287 ext. 104 or via email 
at sjensen@jerichovt.gov.  Kari Papelbon can be reached at (802) 899-4434 ext 106 or via email 
at underhillzoning@comcast.net. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Seth M. Jensen     Kari Papelbon 
Town Planner      Zoning and Planning Administrator 
Town of Jericho    Town of Underhill  

mailto:sjensen@jerichovt.gov
mailto:underhillzoning@comcast.net












Town of Jericho 
PO Box 39, 67 Vermont Route 15 

Jericho, VT  05465 
(802) 899-2287  

Town of Underhill 
P.O. Box 32 

Underhill Center, VT 05490 
(802) 899-4434 

 
 

July 21, 2010 
 
 

Greater Burlington Industrial Corporation 
60 Main Street, PO Box 786 
Burlington, VT 05401 
 
Re: Riverside/Underhill Flats Village Center Designation 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please be advised that the Towns of Jericho and Underhill are submitting a joint 
application for Village Center Designation for Riverside/Underhill Flats.  The Village 
Center is located on both sides of the Jericho/Underhill Town Line.  The application for 
Village Center Designation requires notification of the Regional Development 
Corporation and Regional Planning Commission. 
 
Feel free to contact us if you have any questions or would like to view the application.  
Seth Jensen can be reached at (802) 899-2287 ext. 104 or via email at 
sjensen@jerichovt.gov.  Kari Papelbon can be reached at (802) 899-4434 ext 106 or via 
email at underhillzoning@comcast.net. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Seth M. Jensen    Kari Papelbon 
Town Planner      Zoning and Planning Administrator 
Town of Jericho    Town of Underhill  
 

mailto:sjensen@jerichovt.gov
mailto:underhillzoning@comcast.net


Town of Jericho 
PO Box 39, 67 Vermont Route 15 

Jericho, VT  05465 
(802) 899-2287  

Town of Underhill 
P.O. Box 32 

Underhill Center, VT 05490 
(802) 899-4434 

 
 

July 21, 2010 
 
 

Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission 
110 West Canal Street, Suite 202 
Winooski, VT 05404 
 
 
Re: Riverside/Underhill Flats Village Center Designation 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please be advised that the Towns of Jericho and Underhill are submitting a joint 
application for Village Center Designation for Riverside/Underhill Flats.  The Village 
Center is located on both sides of the Jericho/Underhill Town Line.  The application for 
Village Center Designation requires notification of the Regional Development 
Corporation and Regional Planning Commission. 
 
Feel free to contact us if you have any questions or would like to view the application.  
Seth Jensen can be reached at (802) 899-2287 ext. 104 or via email at 
sjensen@jerichovt.gov.  Kari Papelbon can be reached at (802) 899-4434 ext 106 or via 
email at underhillzoning@comcast.net. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Seth M. Jensen    Kari Papelbon 
Town Planner      Zoning and Planning Administrator 
Town of Jericho    Town of Underhill  
 

mailto:sjensen@jerichovt.gov
mailto:underhillzoning@comcast.net
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Businesses and Commercial Properties in the Proposed 
Jericho/Underhill Village Center Designation Boundary 

 
 

1. Green Mountain Chipping Air Strip and Hangar – 305 VT Route 15 
2. Green Mountain Chipping Offices – 325 VT Route 15 
3. Jolley – 341 VT Route 15 
4. Vacant commercial (former yarn shop/tailor) – 3 River Rd. 
5. Deborah Rawson Memorial Library and Underhill ID School – 10 River Rd. 
6. Browns River Middle School – 20 River Rd. 
7. Green Mount Lumber Yard – 364 VT Route 15 
8. Green Mount Lumber Mill Offices (approved for Sawmill Restaurant) – 368 

River Rd. 
9. CVPS Transfer Station – 369 VT Route 15 
10. Calvary Episcopal Church – 372 VT Route 15 
11. Watch Repair Shop – 376 VT Route 15 
12. Nellie May’s Card Shop & Gallery – 378 VT Route 15 
13. My Croft Good Books – 382 VT Route 15 
14. Sinclair Inn Bed & Breakfast – 389 VT Route 15 
15. Green Thumb Gardener – 394 VT Route 15 
16. Kintner Chiropractic Center – 397 VT Route 15 
17. Underhill Automotive Center – 401 VT Route 15 
18. Approved for a home occupation (yoga studio) – 409 VT Route 15 
19. Green Mountain Chipping – 413 VT Route 15 
20. The Flour Shop – 419 VT Route 15 
21. Village Service & Auto Repair – 426 VT Route 15 
22. Underhill-Jericho Fire Department – 420 VT Route 15 
23. Underhill Garage – 418 VT Route 15 
24. Underhill Hair Styles, PLC – 1 Park Street 
25. United Church of Underhill – 7 Park Street 
26. Vacant commercial building – 14 Park Street 
27. Grand Army of the Republic Hall – 9 GAR Place 
28. Jacobs IGA – 16 Park Street 
29. ExactBuilt (home occupation) – 2 Depot Street 
30. Gert’s Hairstyles – 21 Park Street 
31. Poorhouse Pies (home occupation) – 23 Park Street 
32. First Step Print Shop – 22 Park Street 
33. FairPoint/Telephone Operating Company Co. of VT, LLC – 24 Park Street 
34. U.S. Postal Service (privately owned land) – 2 Harvest Run 
35. Child care center – 38 Park Street 
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Riverside/Underhill Flats 
Village Center Designation 

Photographs 
 

Green Mountain Chipping Offices (2) and 
Neighboring Residence (Southern Boundary) 

 

Residence with Jolley (3) and Commercial Building 
at Corner of River Road in Background (4) 

 
 

River Road with Former Yarn Shop/Tailor (3) at Left 

 

Historic Photo of Building at Corner of River Road   

 
Deborah Rawson Memorial Library (5) 

 

Browns River Middle School (6) with Green Mount 
Lumber Mill in Background (7) 

 



Green Mount Lumber Mill (7) from River Road  

 

Green Mount Lumber Mill (7) and Office (8) from Route 15 

 

Watch Repair (11), Nellie May’s (12), and My Croft 
Good Books (13) 

 

Winters Memorial Library, Now Book Store (13)  

 
Green Thumb Gardener (15) and Residence 

 

Kintner Chiropractic (16), Underhill Automotive 
(17), and Green 

 



United Church of Underhill (25), Underhill Hair 
Styles (24), and Green 

 

Underhill-Jericho Fire Department (22) 

 
Flour Shop (Café) On Route 15 (20) 

 

Residence North of Flour Shop 

 
Underhill Garage (23) (Northern Boundary) 

 

View South on Park Street From Green 

 



Jacob’s IGA (28) and Neighboring Buildings 

 

Jacob’s IGA (28) Durring Harvest Market 2006 

 
Underhill Post Office (34) and Park Street  
Viewed from Cemetary Hill 

 

GAR Place -- Vacant Commercial Building (26) and 
GAR Hall (27) 

 
Intersection of Park Street and River Road – Child Care Center (35) (Eastern Boundary) 

 



JeriHill Senior Housing From Brookside 

 

JeriHill  Senior Housing (note sidewalk leading to 
Route 15) 

 
Apartment Building on Corner of Raceway Road 
and Route 15 

 

Maple Trees and Old Farm Houses on Raceway 
form Village Gateway (Western Boundary) 

 
 































Robin Bartlett 
82 Orr Road 

Jericho, VT 05465 
July 28, 2010 

 
 
Joss Besse 
Vermont Downtown Program 
Department of Housing and Community Affairs 
National Life Building, Drawer 20 
Montpelier, VT 05620 
 
 
Dear Mr. Besse, 
 
My daughter operates a daycare out of a building owned by my wife and I on Park Street in 
Jericho.  I can recall when there were numerous additional businesses in Riverside and Underhill 
Flats, and would like to see more area residents able to open their own businesses and own their 
own homes.  We understand that the Towns of Jericho and Underhill are applying to have 
Riverside designated as a Village Center.  We support the towns applying for Village Center 
Designation and efforts to bring businesses back into town.         
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Robin Bartlett 





David Villeneuve 
P.O. Box 266 

Underhill, VT 05489 
 

July 28, 2010 
 
 
Joss Besse 
Vermont Downtown Program 
Department of Housing and Community Affairs 
National Life Building, Drawer 20 
Montpelier, VT 05620 
 
 
Dear Joss, 
 
I would like to offer my support for the application to grant Riverside/Underhill Flats official 
Village Center Designation.  I am a life-long resident of Jericho and the owner of the Green 
Mont Lumber Corporation, which is located in the proposed designated area.  Three lumber mills 
have been operated at this site.  The original mill was an old, steam-powered building.  My 
family constructed the first modern mill in 1960.  We replaced this building with the larger mill 
presently on the property in 1967.   At its peak, the mill processed 7 million feet of lumber per 
year. 
 
For the past five years, I have been planning the redevelopment of the mill in consultation with 
the Towns of Jericho and Underhill.  I hope to see the mill develop into a Village Center which 
will serve both towns.  Ideally, this will involve restoration and reuse of some of the existing mill 
buildings.  Earlier this year, the Rehab Gym received local DRB approval to construct a facility 
on part of the property.  Along with a restaurant my son hopes to open, this will serve as an 
anchor for future redevelopment of the Sawmill. 
 
At one time, Riverside was the commercial center of this part of Jericho and Underhill.  Many of 
the buildings now used for houses were once businesses.   I currently own and operate a 
commercial helicopter service and private airport.  The first house past the bridge housed an 
electrical business as well as the offices of Green Mountain Chipping.  They Hayden Store 
operated next to what is now the Jolleys, and the Whitcomb and Bay Store operated next to Carl 
Bartlett’s farm on River Road.  The Lunch Counter was a small restaurant ran out of the small 
building on the corner of River Road and Route 15.   An auto shop operated at the corner of 
River Road and Route 15, and another auto shop was located farther up River Road.  The Mead 
Store ran out of a house close to the bridge over the Browns River.   
 
On Route 15, the first house on the left past the railroad track is on the site of an old hotel.  
Another hotel ran out of the house located next to the Sinclair Inn.  The large house next to 
Green Thumb Gardner was built as a drug store and became a restaurant that operated into the 
1960s. 
 



Along Park Street, the building next to Jacob’s was a tin shop and hardware store run by Dave 
Gallup.  There was a grist mill operate by Warner Thompson and Ira Thorpe next to Jacob’s 
store until 1952, when the building was moved to Essex.  Aldridge Neally owned a jewelry store 
in the white building across from Jacob’s.  This building was also the first fire station for the 
Underhill-Jericho Fire Department.  There was a creamery for processing milk located between 
the Middle School and Library which burnt in 1962.   
 
Village Center Designation will recognize the importance the area has to both towns and help to 
further redevelopment of the Mill and revitalization of the village.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
David Villeneuve 




