
Timeline of Community Planning Initiatives 

Related to the Riverside/Underhill Flats Village Center 
 
 
Date        Process/Event Description 

2004 Jericho and Underhill Selectboards establish the Underhill Flats/Riverside Village Joint 
Task Force 

2005 Community Discussion Series and Environmental Assessment for Riverside/Underhill 
Flats, conducted by the Towns of Jericho and Underhill, with the assistance of a 
Municipal Planning Grant 

3/9/2005 ▪  Discussion 1:  “Village of the Future”, 50 attendees.  Led by Evan Goldsmith (VT 
Forum on Sprawl) and the Underhill Flats/Riverside Village Joint Task Force 

4/27/2005 ▪  Discussion 2:  “Transportation”, 40 attendees.  Led by Michael Oman (CCMPO 
retired), Stone Environmental and the Underhill Flats/Riverside Village Joint Task 
Force 

5/18/2005 ▪  Discussion 3:  “Village Housing”.  Led by Tim Fluck (CCRPC), Brenda Torpy 
(Burlington Community Land Trust) and the Underhill Flats/Riverside Village Joint 
Task Force 

6/22/2005 ▪ Discussion 4:  “The Future of Underhill Flats/Riverside”.  Led by the Underhill 
Flats/Riverside Village Joint Task Force.  Participants discussed and documented 
how they envision this area in the future 

9/1/2005 Progress Report, prepared by the Underhill Flats/Riverside Village Joint Task Force 

11/2/2005 ▪  Discussion 5:  “Environmental Assessment Study”.  A  public hearing led by Stone 
Environmental to present the findings of an Environmental Assessment for the 
Underhill Flats/Riverside area.  The study addressed water, stormwater, 
wastewater, transportation (including options for improvement), and hazardous 
sites 

4/21/2006 Underhill Flats Design Workshop and Charrette “Two Towns/One Village”, United 
Church of Underhill (11:30AM -4:30PM).  In 2006, the Town Planner in Jericho at the 
time organized a design charette utilizing the services of planning professionals from a 
breadth of disciplines within the field; some local property owners; and local officials.  
This all-day event resulted in several different visions of what development in this 
village center area could look like; different traffic pattern proposals; and what type of 
proposed development and uses should be encouraged in this area.  Design sketches 
were created for various development concepts on specific properties.  

 Orientation 
 Site Visit 
 Working Groups 

• Transportation and Land Use for Overall Village 
• Public-Oriented Facilities and Services 
• “Triangle” Property- Village Focus 
• “Triangle” Property- Commercial/Residential 
• Jacobs Property/ Park Street 

 Design Workshop 
 Summary 
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6/21/2006 Public Presentation and Discussion of the 4/21 Design Workshop Results.  This 
included the presentation of sketches created for various properties 

2007 Dickenson Street Alternatives Analysis- investigated alternative alignments for 
Dickenson Street and River Road.  A grid of interconnected streets was one of the 
desired features identified at the design charrettes.  Based these comments, the Town 
of Jericho conducted a study to determine the feasibility of improving the existing grid 
by converting Dickinson Street from a one-way road into one of the main routes 
through the Village.   This study investigated existing and projected traffic patterns 
and compared alternative alignments for affected intersections, including simple and 
realigned “Ts,” a signalized intersection and roundabout 

2007 Underhill Sidewalk Study- The Town of Underhill conducted a sidewalk study for the 
Riverside/Underhill Flats neighborhood. 

2/08/2010 Riverside/Underhill Flats Community Forum Meeting #1, sponsored by the University 
of Vermont “Take Charge/Recharge” Program. 

 Presentations/Background 
 Working Group Discussions 

• Transportation 
• Housing 
• Village Center Revitalization 

 Identify Goals for Future 
2/18/2010 Riverside/Underhill Flats Community Forum Meeting #2, sponsored by the University 

of Vermont “Take Charge/Recharge” Program.  Discussed developing a physical layout 
for the future vision of Riverside Flats 

3/9/2010 Public Meeting:  Riverside/Underhill Flats Steering Committee met to discuss 
“Master Planning 101” and identify stakeholders in Riverside Flats 

3/23/2010 Public Meeting:  Riverside /Underhill Flats Steering Committee met to discuss the 
Work Plan and other organizational matters. 

 Work Plan Goals identified:  

 Obtain Village Center Designation 
 Determine boundaries of Village 
 Conduct a Market and demographic study, including         

a survey of local businesses   
 Prepare a Master Plan for the Village 
 Develop a Village Transportation Plan 

4/14/2010 Public Meeting:  Riverside /Underhill Flats Steering Committee met to discuss a 
Demographic/Market Study, Master Planning, and pursuing a Village Center 
Designation 

5/6/2010 Public Meeting:  Riverside /Underhill Flats Steering Committee met to discuss 
Transportation (sidewalks, striping, signage), the Market Study and the Village Center 
Designation 
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5/20/2010 Joint meeting of the Jericho and Underhill Selectboards with the Riverside/Underhill 
Flats Steering Committee.  The committee requested endorsement of the Village 
Center Designation application, and presented ideas for a Market Study and 
Dickenson Street improvements 

6/9/2010 Public Meeting:  Riverside /Underhill Flats Steering Committee met to discuss new 
information related to Transportation (sidewalks, striping, signage), the Market Study 
and the Village Center Designation (proposed boundaries map) 

7/15/2010 Public Meeting:  Riverside /Underhill Flats Steering Committee met to discuss ideas 
for traffic calming on Park Street 

7/29/2010 Public Meeting:  Riverside /Underhill Flats Steering Committee met to discuss traffic 
calming and other pedestrian-oriented design ideas for River Road & Dickenson Street 

8/5/2010 Public Meeting:  Riverside /Underhill Flats Steering Committee met to discuss Village 
Gateways, Traffic Calming, Streetscapes, and Sidewalks/Crosswalks 

9/2/2010 Public Meeting:  Riverside /Underhill Flats Steering Committee met to discuss the 
Village Center Designation application (9/27 hearing), proposals received for a Market 
Study, organizing summer “walk and talks”, and ideas for a Master Plan.  The group 
discussed two upcoming seminars on Form-Based Planning 

10/13/2010 Riverside Flats received Village Center Designation from the Vermont DEHCD 
Downtown Development Board 

2010-2011 The Future of the Flats committee was formed to continue the long-term goals set 
forth for planning of the Riverside/Underhill Flats Village Area 

Summer 
2010 

Future of the Flats organized a series of "Walk and Talks" during the summer of 
2010.  Residents identified concerns and potential improvements related to 
transportation. Residents discussed issues such as pedestrian safety, vehicle speed, 
traffic calming, streetscape and aesthetic improvements, and park and ride lots. 

6/20/2011 Scoping Report:  Dickenson Street Improvements, prepared by the Chittenden 
County Metropolitan Planning Organization and Stantec 

10/26/2011 Jericho-Underhill Active Living Workshop, funded by AARP and led by Dan Burden of 
the Walkable and Livable Communities Institute.  Day-long workshop included a 
roundtable discussion and a walking audit, followed by strategies, wrap-up and next 
steps.  This workshop identified barriers to walkability and livability of the Riverside 
Flats areas.  A final report included long- mid- and short-term recommendations for 
design improvements.  These improvements were prioritized by participants 

2/08/2012 Public Meeting: Active Living Workshop Working Groups, sponsored by AARP.  Working 
Groups were formed to follow-up several recommendations from the Active Living 
Workshop, and choose a project for implementation.  The following Working Groups 
were formed, and met individually to discuss their assignments: 

 Dickenson Street Working Group 
 Gateways Working Group 
 Route 15 Corridor Working Group 
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 Park Street Working Group 
5/08/2012 Public meeting, Active Living Workshop Working Groups.  Working Groups met to 

discuss the results of their research and conversations.  The Dickenson Street working 
group makes several recommendations with regard to alignment and traffic calming 

7/18/2012 Jericho Selectboard retains Trudell Consulting Engineers to develop design plans for 
Dickenson Street improvements.  Staff meets with involved property owner to present 
Conceptual Design Plans for Dickenson Street Re-Alignment and Streetscape Project, 
which incorporates the results of the AARP Active Living Workshop and Complete 
Streets principles 

8/16/2012 Trudell presents Dickenson Street Design concept plans and preliminary construction 
estimate to Jericho Selectboard.   

2012-2013 The Town of Jericho is in the process of completing the Riverside/ Underhill Flats 
sidewalk reconstruction project.  Conceptual Plans for sidewalks on the north and 
south sides of Route 15 from Palmer Lane to the Underhill Town Line.  Reconstruction 
of the north side sidewalk is planned for 2012 or 2013.  Construction of the south side 
is currently deferred for a future project. 

2012-2013 The Town of Underhill Planning Commission is in the process of working with Sharon 
Murray, Front Porch Planning, to conduct a District Rezoning Study/Project, which 
will implement the goals of the Underhill Town Plan by evaluating the Underhill Flats 
Village Center, and 2 other zoning districts to ensure that they are reflective of the 
town plan.  This work would be combined with form-based code recommendations 
prior to final adoption by the community. 

October 
2012-2013 

Underhill Flats Sidewalk study update, CCRPC Technical Assistance Program.  The 
sidewalks will be along Park Street and Rte. 15 (east side) up to at least Meadow Lane 
and perhaps up to Poker Hill Rd. (the 2007 study went to Dumas Rd.) 

 


